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To: 
Alison Johnstone MSP &  MSP co-signatories to the 
letter of 09 October 2020 

MSPs who participated in the Parliamentary debate 
on Outdoor Education Centres – 22 September 2020 

Copy:  
Education and Skills Committee 

___ 
22nd October 

I wrote to MSPs in relation to outdoor education centres on 14 October. 

I confirmed that the government was exploring how we can be of practical help to assist the 
sector, and I gave an undertaking to return to MSPs with a further update.   

We have now concluded a period of intensive work to engage with the sector, to consider the 
finances available and to look at what further steps can be taken to assist outdoor education 
centres. I can confirm that a package of financial support amounting to £2m will be made 
available to third and private sector residential outdoor education centres. We are now 
engaged in a rapid process to determine how that support fund will be managed, the criteria 
for accessing support and the mechanisms to distribute the funding.  

As mentioned in my previous letter, the financial support will be accompanied by a collection 
of communication materials, developed in partnership with representatives from the sector. 
These materials will be shared with schools in the coming weeks and will highlight the 
valuable role that can be played by residential centres and their employees to support young 
people’s education, attainment and wellbeing in this challenging period.  

This decision is a tangible demonstration of the Scottish Government’s support for the role 
that outdoor education centres play in young people’s education, providing a unique 
experience that can help them overcome challenges and improve their wellbeing and 
attainment. I pay tribute to the sector in their tireless efforts to find a way through in such 
challenging circumstances, and look forward to seeing this funding make a material 
difference.  

RICHARD LOCHHEAD 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

